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Valdosta State University 
College of Nursing 

Dean’s Notes 
 

 
 
 

Spring 2008 (February-April) 
Focus on Success 
 

1. Our report of Substantive Change describing the reactivation of the Nurse 
Practitioner Program was received and accepted by the CCNE without comment 
or recommendation. 

2. Congratulations to Dr. Maura Schlairet for receiving $1000 intramural funding 
for the Simulation and Mobile Technology Knowledge Gain research study! 

3. Kudos to the following students for their participation in the February Visitation 
Day at VSU! AJ Davis, Matt Smith, Buki Teniola, Katie Walker, Crystal 
Waller, Dewanna Wilson. More than 200 potential nursing students were 
advised and given information! 

4. We have received a strategic initiative of $9,000 to fund the external review of 
our BSN Curriculum Change proposal and the MSN Curriculum Change 
proposals. We are developing the formal contracts for consultation and hope to 
begin distribution of the curricular materials to consultants in May or June. 

5. Mary Gooding continues to work with our Advancement Committee to develop 
features for the Alumni New Issue for summer 2008 which will focus on 
nursing. We need you to forward stories and photos of faculty, students, and 
alumni for possible inclusion as soon as possible.  I need information! 
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a. VANS events and accomplishments 
b. Student awards and scholarships 
c. Partnership stories 
d. Faculty accomplishments 
e. Alumni news 

6. VSU CON, in collaboration with the South Georgia Medical Center and the 
Georgia Division on Aging successfully held the first regional conference on 
Elder Abuse on April 9-10, 2008. Featured speakers included Dr. Dan 
Sheridan, Johns Hopkins University; Ms. Pat King, Division of Aging; Ms. Kim 
Grier, Division of Aging; Mr. Cecil Hutchens, Georgia Bureau of Investigation, 
and Ms. Meg Heap, District Attorney. A special thanks to all those folks who 
made this happen: Dan Sheridan, Pat King, Dawn Washington (Division on 
Aging), Julie Halter, VSU CE Department; Jean Temple, Joe Newton, Mike 
Savoie, Allen DeVane, Media Students, VSU Catering and Event Services, and 
South Georgia Medical Center! 
 

 
Quality 

1. Dr. Temple and I will begin work on several grant proposals this summer 
(Cultural Competency Development; Student Success; and Faculty Practice/ 
Partnership Health Clinic Collaboration). Faculty who wish to participate in the 
grant development process should let us know asap. 

2. Plan on celebrating our 40th! I have asked Dr. Whyte to forward me the official 
list of 2008-2009 events for our calendar and we’ll post the calendar as soon 
possible. Please send me any events needing to be added to the calendar before 
April 30. It is my intention to get calendar posted for students and faculty prior to 
commencement. 

3. We will initiative formal evaluation of academic and professional advising in the 
CON this spring. Dr. Floyd, Chair of the Program Evaluation Committee will 
collaborate with Ms. Gunn to distribute evaluations. 

a. Documentation of advising will be part of faculty evaluations and should 
be considered in formal reviews for promotion and tenure 

b. Accuracy of advising information is critical to our success; there will be a 
faculty development program in August 2008 on advising; date will be 
posted on the master calendar. 

c. Some quick reminders: 
i. Junior 2 students should be applying for graduation and a 

transcript audit should be done by advisors to insure all course 
substitution forms have been completed and approved. 
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ii. All pre-nursing core coursework should be validated for Junior 1’s, 
especially coursework transferred in from another institution.  

4. Please access the latest version of the AACN Essentials. The 5th draft of the 
Essentials of Baccalaureate Education for Professional Nursing Practice is 
posted on http://www.aacn.nche.edu/Education/pdf/BEdraft.pdf 

5. A document describing the proposal for a University System of Georgia Faculty 
Council Bylaws was distributed in March. Faculty should access on USG website 
to review. 

 
Resources 
 

1. I am very concerned at the exponential growth of copying in the CON. Our 
resources are being consumed with the extraordinary amount of copying on both 
the administrative and faculty copy machines and our use of paper has almost 
quadrupled since last year.  Both of the copy machines are now starting to show 
the age of this use and we have had to have repairs done on a regular basis. I 
will be conferring with the Budget Advisory Group – but I am reluctant to place 
Spartan restrictions on copying as I know it is important for faculty to have 
freedom to develop instructional materials as they need to. I do, however, feel it 
is necessary for faculty to think about options when they need large copy jobs 
done. Please plan ahead (for exams or programs for conferences) so that we can 
get estimates on having copying outsourced – the recent 15,000 copies made for 
a conference has not only broken the machine – it has broken the budget! I’m 
open to any suggestions! 
 

2. The medication calculation module (developed by Curriculum Subcommittee 
of the USG Nursing Education Task Force, one of the nursing modules available 
to all USG programs free of charge) is available for your consideration for use in 
your courses: login as guest to: http://florida.theorangegrove.org.usg 

3. The Georgia Hospital Association will be hosting meeting to discuss regional 
responses to clinical placement issues in Valdosta on June 2. 

4. Reminder about travel: 
a. Please follow up with Ms. Sharpe to make sure all forms are processed 

as you turn them in. 
b. RAT must be completed prior to departure 
c. Budget request must be submitted at same time as RAT 
d. You must have a travel confirmation number prior to departure 
e. Travel expense records are due to Ms. Sharpe for processing no later 

than 30 days after travel 
 

http://www.aacn.nche.edu/Education/pdf/BEdraft.pdf
http://florida.theorangegrove.org.usg/
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f. With car travel, be sure to deduct your daily commuting or personal miles 
g. Employees should not pay for another employee’s or student’s travel; you 

can only be reimbursed for your expenses only. 
h. Visit http://services.valdosta.edu/financial 

 
5. The ERI Contract has been renewed through March 2008 and we were able to 

retain our rate of $75.00 per student. 
6. The  MEDS Publishing contract has been signed and the program is 

implemented for all pre-licensure students this semester. Cost per student is 
$100 per semester. 

7. The CON will begin use of ATI as the vendor for standardized testing beginning 
in May, 2008.  Letters have been distributed to all faculty and students describing 
this transition and its cost to students. 

8. As of March 10, 2008, several budget reductions in state appropriations were 
anticipated in response to “slowing economy”: included was reducing $47.2 
million in Major Repairs and Renovations for USG. The faculty and staff merit 
pool this year was reduced to 2%. The following guidelines were made: 

a. 3.0% merit – written justification needed supporting increase 
b. Up to 2.5% merit – satisfactory evaluation  
c. Only employees who exhibit meritorious performance are eligible for 

merit; there are no “across the board increases”.  
9. Our current priorities for use of travel funds is described below; the budget 

advisory group will be recommending revisions to me this spring. If you have any 
feedback please send to me asap. Current considerations include revisiting 
priorities for course-related clinical travel, faculty advisors traveling with VANS, 
and travel associated with NONPF. 

a. Faculty presentation at regional, state, national, and international 
conferences (it is expected that faculty will apply for internal faculty 
development grants for $750) 

b. Faculty attendance at AACN meetings 
c. Faculty attendance at STT 
d. Clinical travel associated with coursework 
e. Recruitment of students 

 
Engaging the Community 

1. Nurse Practitioner faculties will be developing a proposal for staffing the 
Partnership Health Clinic. Other faculty are invited to volunteer for this practice 
site established to provide primary health care to the underinsured in Valdosta. 

 
 

http://services.valdosta.edu/financial
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Opportunities 
 

1. SREB continues to provide access to quality nursing education 
coursework via the Electronic Campus!  Please check the website for more 
information: http://www.sreb.org/programs/Nrusing/nursingindex.asp 

2. I continue to receive occasional emails and phone calls from individuals who 
have been told the VSU CON is closing.  I don’t know how these rumors get 
started or persist, but I am aggressively responding with the VSU CON good 
news of faculty accomplishments, program quality and student success. 

 
3. The End-of-Life and Palliative Care Conference, “Conversations in the Discipline” 

will be held on May 2, 2008 in Binghamton University, New York. 
4. The NACADA Georgia  Drive-in Advising Conference is scheduled for Friday, 

September 12, 2008 at VSU. Think about ways to schedule for fall so that you 
can attend! Inquiries can be sent to: tasullivan@valdosta.edu 

5. The 6th summer institute at Emory, Fast-Track Post Masters Teaching 
Certificate Program, is now taking applications. Access information at: 
admit@nurse.emory.edu 

  
The Dean’s Calendar 
Date Traveling to Purpose Responsibility  
May 28 Clayton State 

University 
Nursing Education Task Force 
Meeting 

Jean Temple 

 
      The Assistant Dean’s Calendar 
Date Traveling to Purpose Responsibility  
April 21-25 North Carolina CCNE Site Visit as Evaluator Anita Hufft 

(administrative) 
Delane Flowers (pre-
nursing advising) 
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